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Fundamental Duties in the Indian Constitution

The Indian Constitution, adopted on November 26, 1949, and
effective from January 26, 1950, is the supreme law of the
land. While it outlines the fundamental rights of citizens, it
also prescribes certain duties that every citizen is expected
to perform. These duties are enshrined in Part IV-A of the
Constitution, under Article 51A, and are known as the
Fundamental Duties.

Introduction and Evolution

The Fundamental Duties were not part of the original
Constitution. They were added through the 42nd Amendment
Act of 1976, based on the recommendations of the Swaran
Singh Committee. Initially, there were 10 duties, which were
later increased to 11 by the 86th Amendment Act of 2002.

The 11 Fundamental Duties:

1. Abide by the Constitution and respect the national flag and
anthem: Every citizen has the duty to respect and abide by
the Constitution, its ideals, and the national symbols,
including the flag and anthem.

2. Cherish the noble ideals of the freedom struggle: Citizens
should cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired the
national struggle for freedom.



3. Uphold the sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India: Every
citizen should protect and uphold the sovereignty, unity, and
integrity of India.

4. Defend the country and render national service: Citizens
should defend the country and render national service when
called upon to do so.

5. Promote harmony and brotherhood: Every citizen should
promote harmony, peace, and brotherhood among all people,
transcending religious, linguistic, and regional diversities.

6. Preserve the rich cultural heritage: Citizens should
preserve and enrich the country's rich cultural heritage.

7. Protect the environment and wildlife: Every citizen should
protect and improve the natural environment, including
forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife, and show compassion
towards living creatures.

8. Develop scientific temper and spirit of inquiry: Citizens
should develop a scientific temper, humanism, and the spirit
of inquiry and reform.

9. Safeguard public property and abjure violence: Every
citizen should safeguard public property and abjure violence.
10. Strive for excellence in all spheres of life: Citizens should
strive for excellence in all individual and collective activities,
so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of
endeavor and achievement.

11. Provide education to children (6-14 years): Parents or
guardians should ensure that their children receive education
between the ages of 6 and 14 years (added by the 86th
Amendment Act, 2002).

Significance and Importance



The Fundamental Duties serve several purposes:

- Promote national integration and unity: By emphasizing the
importance of national symbols, unity, and integrity, these
duties promote a sense of belonging and unity among
citizens.

- Encourage responsible citizenship: The duties remind
citizens of their responsibilities towards the nation and
society, fostering a sense of accountability and civic
responsibility.

- Balance rights and duties: The Fundamental Duties
complement the Fundamental Rights, highlighting the
interdependence of rights and duties in a democratic society.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite their importance, the Fundamental Duties have been
criticized for being:

- Too many and vague: Some argue that the duties are too
numerous and vague, making them difficult to implement
and enforce.

- Lack of enforceability: Unlike Fundamental Rights, the
Fundamental Duties are not enforceable by law, which
reduces their effectiveness.

- Overemphasis on individual duties: Critics argue that the
duties focus too much on individual responsibilities,
neglecting the role of the state in promoting social and
economic welfare.



Conclusion

The Fundamental Duties in the Indian Constitution are an
essential part of the country's commitment to democratic
values and responsible citizenship. While they have their
limitations, they serve as a reminder of the importance of
civic responsibility, national integration, and social cohesion.
By fulfilling these duties, citizens can contribute to India's
growth, development, and prosperity.



